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Fifty yedis ago in February 1967, a group of
five gitls was pictured on the frant page af the
Gagette lining up fortheir first ﬂ‘l\? at the new
Pakenham High Schoal.

Friends Dnnm Peck, Susan Stelk, Kath-
leen Casey, Dianne Bumpstead and Judy Bat

sonwereamong the s hml 5 maugnrdl mmke

- of 167 studenis. ;
lha\' Wwile crisp dresses hummed o their
chins and straw boaters,

This week the front page of the Gazette’s -
special 50th anniversary lift-out features an-

uther photugraph of tive Pakenham Second-
ary College girls,

Mia Biggs, Abigail Nimmo, Bﬂiney Porch,
Tessa Patterson and Kirsten Trewatn are the
colloges first all female leadership team.

. 'The straw boaters are gone and the girls
wear @ modern version of the original school
dress under smart blazers.

Also swept w1

| has been the limitations placed on the futine
of young wommen.

Fop pirls in 1960s, career choices were
traditivnally confined to teaching: nursing,
retail or secretarial work, followed qulckv by
marriage and motherhood,

Today the world &
and the npporiunilies open 1o girls are end-
less.

Senior school eo- l‘JIdlrldLUr To-Anne Dug-
gaitis proud rhat this year the college decided
to elect leaders on merit rather than gender.,

1 am: enormously proud of these ﬁ\c
gitls” Ms Duggan said,

“They were chosen based on mérif;un];\-, :

-aned have been beacons to not only the senior
“school I:lut o the college anid broader com-
munity

Y AT the mtn.rvt.mng }cars'

is a4 vistly different place

skirts ar Lheir fooks, its their abilities and

- proud history as teachers and students, both

Pakenham
TN EGE

el
: rtney Porch, Mia Blggs and
Tassa Patterson.

é é They are not 1udged :
on the length of their
skirts or their looks,
it's their abilities and
 their drive that will
_determine what they
do.., L
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Ms Duggan, whao has taught at the school
since 1906, said unlike previous generations,
this years crop of female gradisates will be
able to “chaose their pwn pathway’, some-
thing not always open (o their mothers and
arandmothers.

“They will not have a life set out'for them.
They tlant have to choose marriage and fam-
ily above carecrs and travel. Anything they
want o do, the path is epen for then,

“They dre not judged on the length of their

their drive that will determineg what they do.
“For most of them their world extends
beyond fhe rural community that was the
sn.huul commun
In this spcc:lal sou\ enit 50th anniversary
Bift-out, the Gazette. looks back at the schools

past and present, celebrate half @ centary of
educartion.
























